
Old Matanuska Townsite 

April 29, 2016 Site Visit Report 

 

Table of Contents 

Page 1- Site Summary 

Page 2-Map 

Page 3-5- Pictures of site 

 

Background  
The Contaminated Sites Program (CSP) was notified of this site in 2003 by DEC's Solid Waste 

Program, however CSP did not have any luck contacting the RP (Gerald Poirier, who died 

shortly thereafter in 2003).  The Prevention and Emergency Response Program (PERP) was 

notified of the site in 2006 by the Mat-Su Borough Solid Waste Program.  PERP had initial 

success with getting the RP (then identified to be Wanda Poirier, Gerald Poirier’s widow) to start 

consolidating debris in 2006.  After a CSP site visit in 2008, PERP was asked to follow up on the 

site.  PERP coordinated a cleanup with EPA and Mat-Su Code Compliance, which was 

completed in 2009.  PERP identified possible PCBs, ethylene glycol, used oil, MEK type 

solvents, and other solvent containers.  The site is thought to have impacted multiple properties 

(Block 4 Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 12, 13, 14, 15; Block 2 Lots 5-15) with multiple owners (Eklutna Inc., 

Mat-Su Borough, the estate of Gerald Poirier, the Hoods, the Olsons, and Anne Barnes).  Site 

had leaking drums, soil staining and sheen on surface water.  Green tinted water originally 

thought to be contaminated with ethylene glycol was later determined to be tinted with a green 

dye from a nearby leaking drum.  The site is in a flood zone bordered by Rabbit Slough to the 

south, and Wasilla Creek to the North.  Mat-Su Code Compliance removed between 80-100 

vehicles between 2006 and 2009.  ADEC removed 1,071 gallons of oil, 275 gallons of glycol, 

and 45 gallons of water/oil/glycol mixture by April 24, 2009.  Thirty-four drums and one five 

gallon container that failed a Chlor-D-Tect field screening (>1000 ppm halogens) were to be 

removed by the EPA.  However, on April 27, 2009, EPA contacted ADEC and advised that they 

were unable to provide funding to remove and dispose of the drums containing hazardous 

material as previously committed.  Last known information from Terry Berger with Mat-Su 

Solid Waste was that these thirty-four drums containing hazardous materials were still on site on 

Poirier property. 

 

On April 29, 2016 a site visit was conducted by Lisa Griswold, Josh Barsis and Chelsy 

Passmore.  Emerson Krueger and Kevin Sumner of Mat-Su code compliance met ADEC staff on 

site.  The main purpose of the visit was to attempt to inspect the thirty-four drums and one five 

gallon container of hazardous waste that were supposed to be disposed of in 2009 by the EPA; 

visually inspect the properties that ADEC currently had access agreements for (Mat-Su Borough; 

Eklutna Inc.; and Anne Barnes; access agreements were not received from Gerald and Linda 

Hood; Kenneth & Myra Olson; and Michael Poirier), take field screening readings if possible 

with a mini-Rae PID; and tag possible contamination with GPS coordinates.   

 

The “operator” of the site, Mr. Michael Poirier first refused to sign an access agreement allowing 

ADEC on Poirier property.  After discussing signing the agreement to allow ADEC to only 

inspect the 34 drums with Barsis, and a discussion with Michael’s brother Kris over the phone, 

Michael signed the access agreement to allow ADEC to inspect the drums.  

 



The thirty four drums were still on the flatbed truck and nearby pallets on block 4 lot 13 (23 on 

truck; 11 on pallet; the 5 gallon container was not seen). They are no longer covered and appear 

to be rusting. Staining was noted on the flat bed, on a side of a drum, and along the ground on the 

east side of the truck.  It was noted that the surrounding area appeared to be being used as a 

toileting area with multiple piles of human feces and toilet paper strewn along the ground, with a 

trash can also containing what appeared to be used toilet paper. Lat: 61’ 32” 27.6 N Long: 149’ 

13” 37.3 W. See pictures 1-2.  

 

Sheen was noticed along standing water in the right of way East D Street in front of the Poirier 

properties. Some appeared to be biologic in nature while others appeared to be petroleum. PID 

readings from the surrounding soil returned 0.0. See picture 3-4. 

 

Three drums were located in the right of way between Olson property and Eklutna Inc. property 

off of S 2nd street. All three contained bullet holes. One displayed staining on the front where its 

contents had run out of the bullet hole and onto the ground; this barrel had a distinct odor. One 

barrel laying down felt to still contain product.  Lat: 61’32” 29.2 N Long: 149’13”41.6 W.  See 

picture 5. 

 

Stained soil was observed in the right of way on S 2nd street northwest of Poirier property Block 

4 Lot 1. When the soil was disturbed to for field screening, wires were found in the ground. It is 

believed this may be where the alleged wire burning occurred. Lat: 61’32”30.6 N Long: 

149’13”38.6 W. PID returned 0.0. See picture 6.  

 

Figure one: property map with approximate locations  

 
 



 
Picture 1: Drums on flat bed 

 
Picture 2: soil staining along flat bed 



 
Picture 3: sheen on right of way 

 
Picture 4: sheen on right of way 



 
Picture 5: Barrels with bullet holes; staining and stained soil located in right of way 

 
Picture 6: Soil staining with wires mixed into soil located in right of way 


